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Dear Author,

wr\ﬂn3 the Per?ec’r blurb can be even harder than wr\ﬂr\3 your book. That's because there is

a lot of pressure s'\H'\ns on this short ass\ﬁnmen’r. As one of the firet impressions Your

readers wil have of Your book and a big o\ec\o\'\r\3 factor as to whether or not Jrheﬁj will buy
our blurb needs to pack a punch and balance grabbing their attention without aiving too much

3 pack e ¢ grebbing g

away.

There are two main rules to keep in mMind as You work on Your blurk:
£ Be concise (150 to 300 words)
£ TFolow the proven formula (well 9o over this more later)

Throu\c,h the ?ollow'\n\c’ worksheets that build upon each other and the exameles | have
included, ry godl is to Su\de You in making the task of writing an attention-grabbing blurb less
o\aunﬂnﬁ and more achievable!

Book Profile worksheet (the basics about Your book)

Book Report worksheet ¢ d\ﬁﬁ\nﬁ a little deeper into Your book)

Example Blurb 4 Mainstream (¢ By the Book bfj Jasmine Guilory)
Example Blurb 2 \ndie Author (Houston in September by SE. Saunders)
Example Blurb 3: Mock Book Coff the Record by Mandi Surmmit)

Formula worksheet
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Blurb wr\’r‘\nﬁ worksheet

For more inkormation on Wrifing an a’r’ren’r\or\—ﬁra\ob\r\ﬁ blurk, be sure to read oy Tigs £or
writers article titled Mail Your Blurb and Sell More Books.

Your editor,

Let's Discuss Your Manuscript


https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/Nail-Your-Blurb/
https://redquilleditorial.com/lets-discuss-your-manuscript/
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The foundational information about Your book is the s’rarﬂnﬁ point Lor wr\ﬂnﬁ Your blurb.

%r\e&]\j describe Your ideal reader ¢ age range, Ser\o\er '\o\enﬂ‘rtj, inferests, etc.). This wil hele
Jou grasp who You are +r3\r\3 to el Jour book to.

what is Your book about! This is different from Your blurl, so feel free to reveal secrets
and overshare all You want.




Red Duill Exdditorial
"y 210

\t's time to o\'\ﬁ a little O\QQPQF and establish a firm grase of the kea points of Your book.

?e?err'mﬁ to the SYNOPSIS You wrote on the Book Profile worksheet, pinpoint the central
condlict of Your book. This could be internal (selk-doubt or inner strugges) or external (a love
‘rr‘\ar\ﬁle, sports team r\valrtj, overcom\ns s’rereo@(aes).

How will the central conflict come to a head! This is the action and sense of urgency that
occurs around the fo percent mark, Just before the final wrap-upe. (Hint: The climax often
invohves death, love, or en|\3h+enmen+.>

what are the possible outcomes that could result from the central conflict?
4

4

4

How does Jour protagonist chanﬁe, grou, or develop over the course of the book as a result
of the central confict?
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(239 words)

New York Times Best-Selling Author

Sometimes to truly know a person, you have to read between
JASMINE GUILLORY the lines. ’

“This magic!

Isabelle is completely lost. When she first began her career in

publishing after college, she did not expect to be twenty-five,

still living at home, and one of the few Black employees at her

publishing house. Overworked and underpaid, constantly torn

between speaking up or stifling herself, I1zzy thinks there must

be more to this publishing life. So when she overhears her L%M
boss complaining about a beastly high-profile author who has

failed to deliver his long-awaited manuscript, Isabelle sees an

opportunity to finally get the promotion she deserves.

All she has to do is go to the author’s Santa Barbara mansion
and give him a pep talk or three. How hard could it be?

But Izzy quickly finds out she is in over her head. Beau Towers
is not some celebrity lightweight writing a tell-all memoir. He is
jaded and withdrawn and—it turns out—just as lost as lzzy.
But despite his standoffishness, Izzy needs Beau to deliver,
and with her encouragement, his story begins to spill onto the
page. They soon discover they have more in common than
either of them expected, and as their deadline nears, Izzy and
Beau begin to realize there may be something there that
wasn't there before.

Click the cover to Pu‘-chase \jou‘— COP\(’! Best-selling author Jasmine Guillory's achingly romantic

reimagining of a classic is a tale as old as time. . . . for a new

generation.
The ’rasl‘me hints at the connection between The author's efforts are praised with ca‘rch\:)
the two main characters and how the heroine ad\‘)ecﬂves, the genre is mentioned, and we
wil have to work hard to Se+ what she wants cement the fact that this is a re'\mag‘m\ng of a
£rom him, classic ?a‘\r\j tale.,
we meet the heroine and get to know some of P\o\m\ﬁeo\h:j, this blurb is missing & direct call to
the basics about her and her career godle. action, which could simply be due to the

author's bes+—sell\r\3 status (mentioned in the
sell\nﬁ Paraﬁraphz She could have included

The conflict is set up, we et @ grasp of the e,ome’rh'\nﬂ along the lines of “Buﬁ Your copy
stakes, and we meet the +ou3h—e><+er\or love ’roo\atj to discover how this beauty wil tame
inferest, her modern-day beast,'
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(218 words)

S.E. SAUNDERS

A YEAR IN ROMANCE NOVEL

Click the cover to purchase Your COPﬁ!

This o\roPs a quick hint at second-chance
romance—the main concept of the book—while
bu‘uo\'\nﬁ '\n+r\3ue as to her past and future

loves,

we 3e+ to know the heroine and understand
wh\j she has withdrawn £rom love, Yet we also
grase her loneliness and desire for connection.

we meet the love interest who has also
withdrawn £rom love for reasons of his own,
discover each of their godle, hear hints of how

5

She already had her shot at true love, but when things
get this hot in Houston, there’s no stopping fate . . .

Widowed at the young age of thirty, a heartbroken Emilia

Patric throws herself into her career. Five years after the

death of her husband, the self-made billionaire business

mogul is lonely even in her success. She flies into the city

where her late husband proposed to launch a foundation, %ﬁé
determined to make good on a promise to help others.

Meanwhile, Vincenzo Eton struggles to get his family
business out of the crosshairs of another company. With
the recent loss of his father and a wayward brother
constantly stirring the pot, the stakes have never been
higher. Recently divorced, love is the last thing on his
mind . .. until one September day in Houston when a
series of unfortunate events brings Emilia into his life.

Neither is prepared to give their heart away, but Houston
has made other plans. A single sweet kiss sets their future
in motion, but not without a few bumps along the way.

(SWM

In the first-released book in the Year in Romance series, &'4[ &)J

S.E. Saunders brings you a well-crafted contemporary
tale of a heartwarming second-chance romance. Be sure m/[/

to get your copy of Houston in September while it’s still

hot!

their lves m’\gh‘r intfersect, and understand the
stakes involved.

The series and genre are both mentioned, the
author's efforts are eraised with ca‘rch\:)
ad\‘)ecﬂves, and we learn of the Ieao\\r\ﬁ trope
used.

In & final plea for the reader to purchase her
book, the author uses a buzzword to
encouraqe sakes, includes the title, and throws
in @ pun that relates to the genre
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(216 words)

When secrets are revealed, will the one man who holds a
grudge against her really keep her safe?

th e Rec As a rising investigative journalist, Cassandra takes her job
Ord to uncover the truth very seriously. But when she takes
\ g@&/w things too far one day, she stumbles upon a dark secret

worth killing for. She needs a bodyguard ASAP.

When secrets are revealed, will the one man who
holds a grudge against her really keep her safe?

Alex is frustrated when he gets his assignment to protect
a local journalist while his coworkers get to work with
movie stars and famous singers. He’s even more annoyed
when he discovers the journalist he’s being paid to
protect is none other than his ex-best friend, Cassandra.

66% Even so, when those at risk of Cassandra’s exposure come

gunning for her, Alex proves his incredible skills and

physical prowess in keeping her safe. But it’s a different
@a/zag/w/% story entirely when old wounds resurface in between
running for their lives. Can Alex keep Cassandra out of the
grip of her enemies or will their unresolved tensions
distract him and get in the way?

Off the Record is a thrilling romantic suspense that will W tb/
y keep you on the edge of your seat as you uncover more
. . secrets than one, making Mandi Summit’s debut adult / 3
Mandl summlt novel a must read! Discover what’s lurking beneath the ﬁ&m
This is & mock book & surface and in the past by purchasing your copy today!

unavailable £or purchase

This hints at the main conflict, the stakes

involved, and a love interest, The title and genre are both mentioned, the
author's efforts are eraised with ca’rchﬁ
ad\')ec‘r‘\ves, and we are drawn in even more

we meet the heroine and understand the with promises of multiple secrets to be
danger she s in. revealed.

we meet the love inferest who is hired to In @ final plea fo the reader, the author uses
protect her and the stakes are raised when buzzwords fo encourage saks.

we understand the two main characters have
a turbulent (aast
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Consider your ’rarﬁe’r audience {rom Your Book Profile worksheet as You write three
versions for each of the ?ollow'\ns £ive steps with Your book in mind. Then mix and match
them to create the optimum version for each element of your blurk!

\€ You could surmmarize Your book's main concept in a singe sentence, what would it be?

Refer to Jour central condlict and climax for ideas on what to focus your tagine on. Keep it
short and =n3ppY build intrigue, and hint at the genre. Make sure it's ca’rchtj as this is your
chance to instantly enaq your reader's attention. Place the tagine in bold above the blurb for

online book o\escr‘\(aﬂor\s. You can also use this on Your book's cover i€ You want.

Hint: t m‘\3h+ be easier to complete steps 2 Jrhrou\3h 5 and return to this affer You have
£firm grasp of Your blurb,

4
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The hook should continue what the tagine started, Youve 9ot the reader's attention; now
draw them in even further. Refer to the central conflict from the Book Report worksheet
when cra@rmﬁ the opening for Your blurb and use it to hook Your reader instantly as you
introduce Your protagonist and the main concept of Your plot. \deallg, the hook should be
one to three sentences in len3+h.

4
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A simplified, less revealing version of Your synopsis from the Book Profie worksheet wil help
Jou get started with cra@r\nﬂ this element of Your blurb, You should also refer to the climax,
evolving stakes, and character arc notes from Your Book Report worksheet fo hint at Your
key plot points, but don't gve away too rmuch or there won't be any reason Lor the reader
to buy and read Your book, As the reader gets & general sense of the characters and plot,
the goal for this portion of the blurb is to build intrigue. by raising the stakes.

4
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tet the reader know whﬁ thetj should buy your book out of all the books out there, Mention
the geore and series (i€ applicable), use cafchtj ao\\'!ecﬁves ¢ o\ar\n\c’, ed\%’ lBhf—hearfed,
rnagicd), mysterious, powertul, sweet, +hr‘\ll’|n3, firmeless, well-crafted, ete.), and be Pra\sewor+h3
of 3oursel€ as the author (use third person). This should only be two sentences at most.

4

\nclude buzwords (buy, unlock, discover, Jroo\aﬂ, etc.) to s+rer\3+her\ Your final plea for the
reader to purchase Your book. This should be a s\nﬁle sentence and is often combined with
the sell‘\nﬁ Paraﬁraph.

4

10
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Using your favorite version of Your tagiine, hook, synopsis, seliing Paraﬁraph, and call to
action from the Formula worksheet, comgile the first draft of Your blurb, Dont ?orse’r to
keep it between 450 and 300 words!

M
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You've o@?\c\alltj written your blurb!

Does it introduce Your main character(s)! Have You hinted at the plot, central conflict, and
possible outcomes? Do You speak h'\ﬁhlﬁ of 3ourself€ and o\'\recﬂt, ask your readers to buy
Your book!

Now share Your blurb with Your Qam\la, {riends, and peers fo ask whether it holds their
attention and \n+rBues them enOU3h Cwithout 3’\\/\03 too much awaa) to want to Purchase the
book.

Red Quill Editorial offers blurb eo\'\ﬂr\ﬁ. Atter wr\’r‘\nﬁ Your blurb, contact me +hrou3h Yy
website or via email at mano\'\@redqu\lled\‘ror'\al.com, and don't ?org@’r to secure Your place on

My editorial calendar for your manuecript too!

12


https://redquilleditorial.com/
mailto:mandi@redquilleditorial.com

