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Fiction Blurb Writing Toolkit 
 

Dear Author, 
 

Writing the perfect blurb is often said to be even harder than writing your book. That’s 
because there is a lot of pressure sitting on this short assignment. As one of the first 
impressions your readers will have of your book and a big deciding factor as to whether or 
not they will buy it, your blurb needs to pack a punch and balance attention-grabbing without 
giving too much away.  
 

There are two main rules to keep in mind as you work on your blurb: 
 Be concise (150 to 300 words) 
 Follow the proven formula (Hook --> Synopsis --> Selling Paragraph --> Call to Action) 

 

Through the following worksheets that build upon each other and the sample blurbs I have 
included, my goal is to guide you in making the task of writing an intriguing blurb less daunting 
and more achievable. 
 

What You’ll Find in This Toolkit 
 Book Profile Worksheet (the basics about your book) 
 Book Report Worksheet (digging a little deeper into what your book is really about) 
 3 Sample Blurbs (mainstream, indie, and mock)  
 Formula Worksheet  
 Blurb Writing Worksheet 

 

For more information on writing an attention-grabbing blurb, be sure to read my Tips for 
Writers article titled Nail Your Blurb and Sell More Books. 
 

Your editor, 
 

Mandi Summit 
Red Quill Editorial LLC 
 

PS: When you’re done writing, Let’s Discuss Your Manuscript and secure your spot on Red 
Quill Editorial’s calendar!   

https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/Nail-Your-Blurb/
https://redquilleditorial.com/lets-discuss-your-manuscript/
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Book Profile Worksheet 
 
The foundational information about your book is the starting point for writing your blurb. 
 

 
Title: ___________________________  Genre: ___________________________ 

 
Target Audience (Ideal Reader) 
Briefly describe your ideal reader (age range, gender identity, interests, problems, etc.). This 
will help you grasp exactly who you are trying to sell your book to. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Protagonist(s) 
 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 

Synopsis 
What is your book about? This is different from your blurb, so feel free to reveal secrets 
and overshare all you want. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Book Report Worksheet 
 
It’s time to dig a little deeper and establish a firm grasp of the key points of your book. 
 

Central Conflict 
Referring to the synopsis you wrote for the Book Profile Worksheet, pinpoint the central 
conflict of your book. Ideally, this will be an internal conflict (self-doubt or inner struggles) 
linked to an external conflict (a love triangle, sports team rivalry, overcoming stereotypes).  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Evolving Stakes 
What are the possible outcomes that could result from the central conflict? You will want the 
stakes to be raised as the story progresses, which will eventually lead to the climax and 
resolution of your book. 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Climax 
How will the central conflict come to a head? This is the action and sense of urgency that 
occurs around the 90% mark, just before the final wrap-up. (Hint: The climax often involves 
death, love, or enlightenment.) 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Character Arc 
Your protagonist must be dynamic for your readers to care about the story and the 
outcome. How does your protagonist change, grow, or develop over the course of the book 
and as a result of the central conflict? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sample Blurb 1: Mainstream 
(239 words) 

 

 
Click the cover to purchase your copy! 

 

Tagline 
The tagline hints at the connection between 
the two main characters and how the heroine 
will have to work hard to get what she wants. 
 

Hook 
We meet the heroine and get to know some of 
the basics about her and her career goals. 
 

Synopsis 
The conflict is set up, we get a grasp of the 
stakes, and we meet the tough-exterior love 
interest.  

 

Selling Paragraph 
The author’s efforts are praised with catchy 
adjectives, the genre is mentioned, and we 
cement the fact that this is a reimagining of a 
classic fairy tale. 
 

Call to Action 
Admittedly, this blurb is missing a direct call to 
action, which could simply be due to the 
author’s best-selling status (mentioned in the 
selling paragraph). She could have included 
something along the lines of “Buy your copy 
today to discover how this beauty will tame 
her modern-day beast.”  
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Sample Blurb 2: Indie Author 
(218 words) 

 
(Red Quill Editorial client!) 

 
Click the cover to purchase your copy! 

 
Tagline 
This drops a hint at the second-chance 
romance trope, while building intrigue as to the 
protagonist’s past and future loves. 
 

Hook 
We get to know the heroine and understand 
why she has withdrawn from love, yet we also 
grasp her loneliness and desire for connection. 
 

Synopsis 
We meet the love interest who has also 
withdrawn from love for reasons of his own, 
discover each of their goals, hear hints of how 

their lives might intersect, and understand the 
stakes involved. 
 

Selling Paragraph 
The series and genre are both mentioned, the 
author’s efforts are praised with catchy 
adjectives, and we are reminded that this is a 
second-chance romance. 
 

Call to Action 
In a final plea for the reader to purchase her 
book, the author uses a buzzword to 
encourage sales, includes the title, and throws 
in a pun that relates to the genre. 
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Sample Blurb 3: Mock Book 
(216 words) 

 

 
This is a mock book  

unavailable for purchase 

 
Tagline 
This hints at the main conflict, the stakes 
involved, and a love interest. 
 

Hook 
We meet the heroine and understand the 
danger she is in. 
 

Synopsis 
We meet the love interest who is hired to 
protect her. The stakes are raised when we 
understand the two main characters have a 
turbulent past.

 

Selling Paragraph 
The title and genre are both mentioned, the 
author’s efforts are praised with catchy 
adjectives, and we are drawn in even more 
with promises of multiple secrets to be 
revealed. 
 

Call to Action 
In a final plea to the reader, the author uses 
buzzwords to encourage sales.

Mandi Summit

Off the Record
When secrets are revealed, will the one man who 

holds a grudge against her really keep her safe?
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Formula Worksheet 
 
It’s Your Turn! 
Consider your target audience (ideal reader) from your Book Profile Worksheet as you write 
three versions for each of the following five steps with your book in mind. Then mix and 
match them to create the optimum version for each element of your blurb! 
 
Step 1: Tagline 
If you could summarize your book’s main concept in a single sentence, what would it be? 
Refer to your central conflict, stakes, and the resulting climax for ideas on what to focus 
your tagline on. Keep it short and snappy, build intrigue, and hint at your genre. Make sure 
it’s catchy, as this is your chance to firmly snag your reader’s attention. Place the tagline in 
bold above the blurb for online book descriptions. You can also use this on your book’s cover 
or above the blurb on the back if you want. Hint: If you use the Save-the-Cat beat sheet, 
draw on the stasis = death moment for your protagonist, as well as the Break Into Two, 
Midpoint, Theme Stated, and All Is Lost beats. 
 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Mix & Match: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 2: Hook 
The hook should continue what the tagline started. You’ve got the reader’s attention; now 
draw them in even further. This paragraph should focus on the setup, your flawed 
protagonist, and the inciting incident that sets the story in motion. Refer to the central 
conflict from the Book Report Worksheet and use it to hook your reader instantly as you 
introduce your protagonist(s) and the main concept of your plot. Ideally, the hook should be 
no more than four sentences in length. 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Mix & Match: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 3: Synopsis 
This should be a simplified, less revealing version of your synopsis from the Book Profile 
Worksheet. Refer to the climax, evolving stakes, and character arc notes from your Book 
Report Worksheet to hint at your key plot points, but don’t give away too much or there 
won’t be any reason for your reader to buy your book. You’ll also want to either provide a 
hint for the midpoint or the moment your character feels helpless just before they learn the 
theme at the end. The goal for this portion of the blurb is to provide a general sense of the 
characters and plot and build intrigue by raising the stakes.  
 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Mix & Match: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 4: Selling Paragraph 
Let your ideal reader know why they should buy your book out of all the books out there. 
Mention the genre (and series title, if applicable), use catchy adjectives (daring, edgy, light-
hearted, magical, mysterious, powerful, sweet, thrilling, timeless, well-crafted, etc.), and be 
praiseworthy of yourself as the author (use third person). This portion of your blurb should 
only consist of two sentences at most. 
 
 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Mix & Match: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 5: Call to Action 
Include buzzwords (buy, unlock, discover, today, etc.) to strengthen your final plea for your 
reader to purchase your book. This should only be a single sentence and is often combined 
with the selling paragraph.  
 
 
 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Mix & Match: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Blurb Writing Worksheet 
 
Using your favorite version of your tagline, hook, synopsis, selling paragraph, and call to 
action from the Formula Worksheet, compile the optimal version of your blurb. Don’t forget 
to keep it between 150 and 300 words!  

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Congratulations! 
 

You’ve officially written your blurb! 
 
 
Double-Check 
Does it introduce your protagonist(s)? Have you hinted at the plot, central conflict, and 
possible outcomes? Do you speak highly of yourself and directly ask your readers to buy 
your book? 
 
 
Share It 
Share your blurb with your family, friends, and peers to ask whether it holds their attention 
and intrigues them enough (without giving too much away) to want to purchase your book.  
 
 
Want Personalized and Professional Assistance? 
Red Quill Editorial offers blurb editing. After writing your blurb, contact me through my 
website or via email at mandi@redquilleditorial.com, and don’t forget to secure your place on 
my editorial calendar for your manuscript too! 

https://redquilleditorial.com/
mailto:mandi@redquilleditorial.com

