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Adapted from Janice Haro\tj'e. undersfandiry Show, Don't Tel

Dear Author,

This is a simple exercise to hel(a You hone Your kil with show'\nﬁ rather than +e||\n3. Keepe in

mind that there are moments where teling is actualy the better option, such as when You

have alreao\tj shown a scene and s\m(ala need one character to catch up another with the

events that occurred. But most often, show'\nﬁ should be Your go-to method to keep Your

reader Q\rmlt, (alan’reo\ in the scene with Your (aro+aﬁon\s+.

\nstructions

4. Print and cut out or recreate the two decks of cards on the ?ollow\nﬂ pages. Frel
free add some ideas of Your own as well

2, For each round Yyou work ’rhroush, draw two cards—one £rom the Emotion Deck and
one £rom the Person Deck. \nterpret your cards as You see Gt

3. Using the cards You draw, write a scene without using the words on either of Your
cards. Your godl is to write a strong enouﬂh “show\nﬂ“ scene that others can
understand £rom context who the character is and what ’rhe\j are ?ee_l'\na.

4,

Ask a £riend, fc‘am'\lﬁ member, or £ellow writer to read Jour scene and guess your
Person and Emotion cards., \& ’rhe\j 9ot i, congratulations, you nailed it! \€ ’rhe3 don't,
ask Lor feedback on what confused them or made them think otherwise and
continue working to hone this element of Your arafkt,

For more information, read ry Tips for writers article tited Stronger writing Through Show ve.

Tell. \ also recommend reao\'\ns Undersfand/ry Show, Dont Tel b\j Janice Haro\v.

Your editor,

Let's Discuss Your Manuscript


https://amzn.to/44tvaGf
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/stronger-writing-through-show-vs-tell
https://redquilleditorial.com/tips-for-writers/stronger-writing-through-show-vs-tell
https://amzn.to/44tvaGf
https://redquilleditorial.com/lets-discuss-your-manuscript/

Emotion Deck

Bored Stressed Tired Apathetic | overwheimed
Confused Amazed Excited Shocked Disillusioned
Eager Frightened Anxious \nsecure Threatened
\ns'\an\&‘\cam Helpless Bitter Furious Frustrated

Humiliated Befrageo\ Disrespected Jealous anogec\

Dumb Skeetical Playtul Proud Powersul
Peaceful Optimistic d03€u| Curious Confkident

valued Courageous Creative Loving Thankful
nspired \solated vulnerable Ashamed Victimized

Abandoned Grief Guilty Remorseful | Disappointed
Horrified Hesitant Revolted Depressed

duc\amen‘ral




Person Deck

Hero Mentor Police officer Careﬁ'\ver Comedian
Explorer Teacher Has'\c'\an Rebel Chef
_ X—TBM
Ruler Travel Haenf Lover Trickster
Attendant
Shapeshifter Guardian QII3 Cashier orehan
wartior Chid outlaw Lawyer writer
Ens'meer Hanaﬁer Young Aduit Farmer ntern
Hair S+3I\s+ / S+a3—a+— wec\o\'\na Hotel
Doctor
Barber Home Parent Planner Conc'\erﬁe
Rank Teller Teen Beekeeper Actor Tattoo Artist
Real Estate _ _
Dancer Masseuse Librarian nurse
ﬂﬁenf
Nail Personal
S\nﬂer Architect Aduit
Technician Trainer




